
 

The Lost Synagogues of Brooklyn   •   v 

Contents 
Acknowledgements ........................................................................................................................... ix 
Introduction....................................................................................................................................... 1 
How I Conducted My Research......................................................................................................... 5 
What Else Is Gone?............................................................................................................................ 7 
Scholarly Note....................................................................................................................................8 
The Rise and Fall of Jewish Life in Brownsville and Area Neighborhoods ................................... 10 
The Synagogue—Its Historical Development,  Evolution in America and Especially Brooklyn... 21 
Shaari Israel:  An In-Depth Study of an Ex-Shul of Brooklyn........................................................29 
Pleading With History:  Memories of Brooklyn’s Ex-Shuls ........................................................... 41 
Meeting Amongst the Faithful:  My Visits With Congregants of Converted Ex-Shuls..................56 
More Visits with People at Synagogues  That Became Churches................................................... 67 
What Does Jewish Law Say About All This?...................................................................................70 
Conclusion........................................................................................................................................ 74 
Survey of the Buildings.................................................................................................................... 77 
Taking a Tour:  Photographs and Text on Ex-Shuls of Brooklyn................................................... 79 
Map of Brooklyn Showing Location of Lost Synagogues ...............................................................82 

Congregation Adath Yeshurun, 1403 Eastern Parkway at Lincoln Place, Brownsville................................. 84 
Congregation Agudas Achim Ansche Bobruisk, 729 Saratoga Avenue, Brownsville .................................... 85 
Agudas Achim Anshei Mishnitz, 726 Driggs Avenue, Lower Williamsburg.................................................. 86 
Agudas Achim Anshei New Lots, 43 Malta Street, New Lots ......................................................................... 87 
Agudath Achim Anshei David Horodok, 855 Saratoga Avenue, Brownsville................................................ 88 
Congregation Ahavath Achim of Bedford Section, 404 (402) Gates Avenue, Bedford-Stuyvesant ............. 89 
Agudath Achim Bnei Jacob of East New York, 503 Glenmore Avenue, East New York............................... 90 
Congregation Ahavas Achim B’nai Abraham, 394–396 Logan Street, East New York................................. 92 
Ahavath Achim Anshei Brownsville, 105 Riverdale Avenue, Brownsville ..................................................... 93 
Congregation Ahavas Achim of East Flatbush, 203 East 37th Street, East Flatbush.................................... 94 
Congregation Ahavath Chesed Day Nursery,  394 Hendrix Street, East New York...................................... 95 
Ahavath Chesed,  740-742 Jefferson Avenue, Bedford-Stuyvesant ............................................................... 96 
Ahavath Israel,  760 Sackman Street, East New York/New Lots ....................................................................97 
Ahavath Reyim,  209 Rochester Avenue, Northern Crown Heights .............................................................. 98 
Anshei Azaritz/Azaritz Young Friends, 885–887 Thomas Boyland (Hopkinson) Street, Brownsville ....... 99 
Anshei Krashnik of East New York  Nusach Sfard, 473 Vermont Street, East New York........................... 100 
Congregation Beth Abraham,  770 Howard Avenue near Livonia Avenue, Brownsville ............................. 101 
Beth Hamedrash HaGadol, 777–779 Schenectady Avenue (East 47th Street), East Flatbush....................102 
Beth Hamedrash Hagadol Nachloth Zion of South Flatbush, 2175 East 22nd Street, Sheepshead Bay.....103 
Beth Hemidrash Hagadol, 611 Williams Street, East New York/New Lots ..................................................104 
Congregation Beth Israel, 771 Sackman Street, Brownsville .........................................................................105 
Congregation Beth Israel, 8910 Remsen Avenue/ 650 Avenue A, Remsen Heights/ East Flatbush..........106 
Beth Israel, 231–233 Ainslie Street, Williamsburg ........................................................................................107 
Bikur Cholim, 3 (or 3–5–7) Lewis Avenue, Northern Bedford-Stuyvesant................................................. 108 



vi   •   The Lost Synagogues of Brooklyn 

Congregation Bikur Cholim Bnai Jacob, 2134 Dean Street, Weeksville-Bedford-Stuyvesant.....................109 
B’nai Israel Jewish Center, 9517 Kings Highway, East Flatbush/Brownsville border................................. 110 
Chevra Ahavath Israel Anshei Ostrolenker, 375 Bristol Street, Brownsville .................................................111 
Chevra Poelei Tzedek Anschei Glubucker of Brownsville, 167–169 Chester Street, Brownsville................ 112 
Congregation Chevra Tehillim Nusach Ashkenaz,  511 Elton Street, East New York................................... 113 
Chevra Torah Anshei Radishkowitz, 135–139 Amboy Street, Brownsville................................................... 114 
Chevre Anshei Zedek/  Talmud Torah Anshei Zedek of East New York, 308–310 Atkins Avenue,  

East New York ............................................................................................................................................ 115 
Daughters of Zion, 130 Boerum Street, East Williamsburg........................................................................... 116 
Congregation Dorshe Tov Anshei New Lots, 21 Louisiana Avenue, New Lots............................................. 117 
Congregation Eliezer of East New York, 133 Hinsdale Street, East New York ............................................. 118 
Etz Chaim Machzikei Hadath, 1477 Lincoln Place, Brownsville ................................................................... 119 
Ezrath Israel, 496 Gates Avenue, Bedford-Stuyvesant ..................................................................................120 
Congregation Friends Oholei Torah, 890 Lenox Road, East Flatbush ......................................................... 121 
Gates of Prayer/Community Center Congregation  and Talmud Torah/Odessa Benevolent,  

180–182 Van Buren Street, Bedford-Stuyvesant......................................................................................122 
Glenwood Jewish Center-Lila R. Korf Talmud Torah, 888 East 56th Street, Old Mill Basin .....................123 
H.E.S. (Hebrew Educational Society), Thomas Boyland (Hopkinson) Street at Sutter Avenue,   

Brownsville .................................................................................................................................................125 
Hebrew Ladies Day Nursery, 521 Thomas Boyland Street, Brownsville.......................................................126 
Hebrew School of Williamsburg, 310 South 1st Street, Williamsburg.......................................................... 127 
Hessed Ve Emeth Society of Castorialis, 69–71 Malta Street, East New York .............................................128 
Independent Chevra Sphard of Perryslaw, 247 Snediker Avenue, East New York ......................................129 
Congregation Independent Esrath (or Ezrath) Achim, 144 Newport Street, Brownsville...........................130 
Israel Elioe Brethren of Yale, 474–476 Kosciuszko Street, upper Bedford-Stuyvesant............................... 131 
Jewish Center of Hyde Park, 779 East 49th Street, East Flatbush................................................................132 
Judea Center, 2059 Bedford Avenue, East Flatbush .....................................................................................133 
Congregation Kachlow Israel, 220–222 Hegeman Avenue, Brownsville-East New York ...........................134 
Kenesseth Israel Beth Jacob, 35 Blake Avenue, Brownsville.........................................................................135 
Kesser Torah, 2310 Cortelyou Road at East 23rd Street, Flatbush ...............................................................136 
”Kevelson’s” Shul, 1387 East 96th Street, Canarsie ....................................................................................... 137 
Machzikei Torah Bnei David, 175 Hart Street, Bedford-Stuyvesant .............................................................138 
Men of Justice, 1676–1678 Park Place, Brownsville/East New York............................................................139 
New Hebrew School of Brooklyn/ Bnos Israel Malbush Arumim, 146 Stockton Street,  

Bedford-Stuyvesant....................................................................................................................................140 
New Lots Talmud Torah, 330–370 New Lots Avenue at Pennsylvania Ave., East New York..................... 141 
Ohev Shalom (Bais Harav Midrash  Eliyahu Anshei Charney?), 744 Dumont Avenue, East New York.....142 
Ohev Sholom Anshei Sfard, 157 Leonard Street at Stagg Street, East Williamsburg...................................144 
The Parkway Theater, 1768 St. John’s Place, Brownsville.............................................................................145 
Congregation Petach Tikvah, 261 Rochester Avenue, Crown Heights..........................................................146 
Petrikower Anshe Sfard of Brownsville, 493 Herzl Street, Brownsville........................................................148 
Prospect Park Jewish Center and Yeshiva, 153 Ocean Avenue, Flatbush.....................................................149 
Rishon L’Zion, 409 East 95th Street, East Flatbush ......................................................................................150 
Shaare Torah, 305 East 21st Street at Albemarle Road, Flatbush................................................................. 151 
Shaari Israel, 810 East 49th Street, East Flatbush.........................................................................................152 
Shaari Zedek, then Ahavath Achim, 765–767 Putnam Avenue, Bedford-Stuyvesant..................................153 
Shaari Zedek, 221 Kingston Avenue, Bedford-Stuyvesant............................................................................. 155 
Sheveth Achim (?), 276 Buffalo Avenue, Brownsville  and The Little Temple Beth Jacob,  

285 Buffalo Avenue, Brownsville...............................................................................................................156 



 

The Lost Synagogues of Brooklyn   •   vii 

Sons of Abraham, 157 Leonard Street at Stagg Street, East Williamsburg................................................... 157 
Congregation Sons of Isaac, 300 East 37th Street, East Flatbush.................................................................158 
Congregation Sons of Judah, 864 Sutter Avenue, East New York ................................................................159 
Talmud Torah Atereth Eliezer Glovinsky, 747 Hendrix Street, East New York ...........................................160 
Talmud Torah Atereth Israel, 85–87 Fountain Avenue, East New York...................................................... 161 
Talmud Torah Beth Jacob Joseph, 368 Atlantic Avenue, Boerum Hill ........................................................162 
Talmud Torah Tifereth Hagro  (originally Talmud Torah Tifereth Zion), 425 Howard Avenue,  

Weeksville ...................................................................................................................................................163 
Talmud Torah Tifereth Israel of West Flatbush, 1913–1915 West 7th Street, Gravesend ...........................164 
Temple Beth Ohr, 1010 Ocean Avenue, Flatbush...........................................................................................165 
Temple Isaac (aka Ohel Yitzhok), 554 Prospect Place, Prospect Heights.....................................................166 
Temple Sinai, 24 Arlington Avenue, Highland Park......................................................................................167 
Tifereth Israel, 656–8 Willoughby Avenue, Bedford-Stuyvesant .................................................................168 
Tifereth Yehuda Nusach Sfard, 347 East 49th Street, East Flatbush............................................................169 
Tomchai Torah, 1320 Sutter Avenue, East New York....................................................................................170 
Mystery Jewish establishment on Varet Street, 101 Varet Street, East Williamsburg ................................. 171 
Congregation Vezras Achim, 341 Pennsylvania Avenue, East New York ..................................................... 172 
Woodruff Avenue Temple, 151 Woodruff Avenue at East 21st, Flatbush ..................................................... 173 
Yeshivat Rabbi Meyer Simcha HaCohen, 309 East 53rd Street, East Flatbush ...........................................174 
Yeshivath Torath Chaim of Greater New York  (also Young Israel of East New York),  

631 Belmont Avenue, East New York ........................................................................................................ 175 
Young Israel of Brownsville and East Flatbush, 1091 Winthrop Street at East 94th Street,  

East Flatbush-Brownsville .........................................................................................................................176 
Young Israel of Prospect Park, 2170 Bedford Avenue, Flatbush ................................................................... 177 

Appendix A:  Known Architects for Brooklyn's Former Synagogues........................................... 178 
Appendix B:  Using This Book as a Teaching Tool for  Various Grade Levels............................. 179 
Appendix C:  Non-English Words Used in Synagogue Names..................................................... 182 
Bibliography................................................................................................................................... 183 
 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




