
He Wanted to Be a Scientist 
Yakov Fleishman 

I lost my older brother Emanuel during the first battle of the 156th Brigade on the 
23rd February 1943 near Alekseyevka. His friends said that he had a brilliant mind. 

Emanuel Fleishman was born in 1914. After graduating with 
distinction from secondary school in Kaunas, he served in the 
Lithuanian army. In 1938 he graduated from university in Brno, 
Czechoslovakia where he received a diploma as an engineer in light 
industry. When at the University laboratories, he had many brilliant 
ideas which found expression later in his work in the textile factory. 
However his further studies were interrupted by the war.  

On Sunday 22nd June 1941 Emanuel heard the terrible news 
about the Nazi attack and rushed to the factory but there was no one 
there. He went from department to department looking for someone 
from the management in order to receive instructions. At the last 
moment having heard the first explosions in the town, he fled town 
on his bicycle. On the way he learned of the murderous acts of the Lithuanian 
nationalists, and he took the side roads where many of the Red Army soldiers were 
retreating.  

His way to Russia was hard and accompanied by hunger. He arrived at Bashkiria and 
settled there as a worker in a remote textile factory. His aspiration was to go out to the 
front but his supplications at the recruitment office did not bear fruit as at that time the 
westerners were not being sent to the front. When he learned that a Lithuanian Division 
was being organized near Gorki, Emanuel approached the Lithuanian representative and 
finally succeeded. He was sent to Balakhna which is near Gorki. In Pravdinsk he met an 
officer he knew from the old Lithuanian Army who when he saw him rudely said, “Here 
is another zhidukas (Jew) that had appeared to save his Lithuanian motherland.”  

Emanuel joined the 3rd Company, 156th Brigade. In one of the letters he sent to those 
in his family that had managed to save themselves from the German executioners, he 
wrote that at the least the enemy must be made to pay for the bloodshed with its own 
blood. In another letter he wrote that his Jewish comrades in the battalion had gathered on 
13th September 1942 and celebrated Rosh Hashanah (Jewish New Year) in secret.  

In that letter he expressed his hope that the victory over the Germans would result in a 
positive change in the destiny of the Soviet Jews, that Jewish schools would re-open, our 
national culture would flourish, and the ruling institutions would fight against anti-
Semitism. But in the meantime circumstances were completely the reverse. A soldier 
from Birobidjan by the name of Goldenberg became his friend and dared to tell his 
company about the bitter fate of the Birobidjan Jews who had come from all over the 
world to build a Jewish homeland. In October 1942 Goldenberg suddenly disappeared 
and nothing has been heard of him since then.  

In his last letter Emanuel wrote, “We are fully equipped and finally we are going to 
battle.” Later comrades-in-arms told us that he went bravely to the first attack on the 
enemy and was killed by a German sniper’s bullet.  

       Yakov Fleishman, engineer, Tel-Aviv 

Emanuel Fleishman



 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


